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NOTES FROM THE MEDICAL PRESS 

IN CHARGE OF 

ELISABETH ROBINSON SCOVIL 

Eed Cross Christmas Seals. — The New York Medical Journal 
says: Arrangements for the sale of Red Cross Christmas stamps for 
1910 have been announced by the National Association for the Study 
and Prevention of Tuberculosis and the American Eed Cross Society. 
The stamps this year will be designated as Eed Cross seals, and will 
be placed on the back of letters instead of on the front. They will be 
issued by the American Eed Cross Society, as in former years, but this 
organization will work in co-operation with the National Association 
for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis, which will share in the 
proceeds of the sale. The National Conference of Tuberculosis Secre- 
taries, through its president, Mr. John A. Kingsbury, of New 'York, 
has issued an appeal to all state and local antituberculosis associations 
to unite with the national association and the Eed Cross Society in 
the sale of Christmas seals, and every effort will be made to discourage 
the use of local stamps and to encourage the use of the national seal. 
It is expected that over 430 antituberculosis associations and hundreds 
of Eed Cross societies in every state of the union will unite in the 
sale of Christmas seals. 

" Soothing Syrups " Barred. — The Philadelphia Association of 
Retail Druggists at a recent meeting adopted a resolution binding its 
members to discourage the sale of the class of preparations known as 
" soothing syrups," designed for the use of infants and containing habit- 
forming drugs. 

A Note on the Abuse op Purgatives. — In the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, Herbert French thinks that in the recent 
discussion upon the treatment of constipation at the meeting of the 
British Medical Association it was not clearly brought out that a great 
deal of chronic constipation is ' actually due to the abuse, that is to 
say the injudicious use, of purgatives during the preceding years. Even 
laxatives ought seldom to be used, and then only with the greatest caution. 
The habitual use of laxatives during adolescence usually necessitates the 
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resort to purgatives in early adult life, and as years go on stronger and 
stronger remedies become necessary, until none has the desired action. 
Instead of encouraging nature's tendency to act once a day, the use of 
a purgative forces the bowel periodically and leaves it inactive in the 
interval. There is no doubt that a great deal of the chronic constipation 
of to-day is due to deficiency of exercise and to the removal from our 
dietaries of many things which, being indigestible, used to pass through 
and increase the bulk of the residue. This constipation is accentuated 
by the abuse of purgatives. By the term indigestible we understand 
not a substance which produces indigestion but one which passes through 
the alimentary canal undigested, as the fibre of green vegetables and 
fruits and portions of husks in porridge and brown bread. 

Germ-proof Bills. — The Medical Record says : The National Bank 
of Spokane, Washington, announces the issuance of the first antiseptic, 
germ-proof national banknotes. Fifty thousand dollars in bills recently 
sent out were printed with ink consisting largely of carbolic acid. 

The Serum Treatment of Typhoid Fever. — The Interstate 
Medical Journal, quoting from a German contemporary, says : Numerous 
attempts have been made to obtain an antiserum for typhoid fever, 
but none of them have proven satisfactory on account of the difficulty 
of obtaining a true typhoid toxin. Luedke obtained his toxin by digest- 
ing typhoid bacilli by means of pepsin and hydrochloric acid. This 
product was injected into goats in increasing doses and resulted in a 
serum with considerable antitoxic power. In order to render it also 
bactericidal, dead and later living typhoid bacilli were also injected. 
The serum so obtained, after having proven satisfactory in animal ex- 
periment, was injected intravenously into patients suffering from severe 
typhoid infection. The dose varied from 10 to 20 c.e. In nine cases 
so treated, the temperature rapidly declined to normal with a simul- 
taneous improvement in the general condition. In one case, complicated 
by furunculosis and pulmonary tuberculosis, there was no improvement. 
In no case did the serum have any ill after-effects. Purely bactericidal 
serum and normal goat serum proved inert. It seems probable that a 
really efficient typhoid antitoxic serum will before long be elaborated. 
The theoretical difficulties have been overcome, and it is now only a 
question of obtaining a serum of sufficient strength. 

Sudden Blanching of the Hair. — The Medical Record, in a 
synopsis of an article in a German medical journal, says : Stieda revives 
the old more than suspicion that whitening of dark hair over night is in 
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reality a sort of withdrawal symptom, due to sudden deprivation of the 
walnut stain or whatever dyestuif is in daily recourse; whence the 
frequency of alleged cases after incarceration. It is no longer believed 
by experts that psychic trauma has ever caused this transformation. 
Mental shock is extremely common; while blanching of the hair at 
a stroke is so rare that a list of alleged cases may quickly be compiled. 
It is true that psychic trauma may appear to cause blanching of the 
hair within a comparatively short time — a few weeks, perhaps — but 
the author deals only with alleged instantaneous cases. There is abso- 
lutely no evidence that such a sudden depigmentation has ever occurred 
or could possibly occur. 

The New Kemedy foe Syphilis. — The New York Medical Journal 
has an interesting paper on a new remedy for syphilis, prepared by the 
famous Dr. Paul Erlich, director of the Eoyal Institute for Experimental 
Therapeutics at Frankfort, Germany. It bears the appalling name of 
dioxydiamidoarsenobenzol, but in ordinary parlance is known as 606. 
Arsenic is the base of the chemical compound. It is given by subcu- 
taneous injection, usually below the shoulder-blade in a place which has 
been made aseptic and treated with tincture of iodine. Patients with 
a weak heart are sometimes unfavorably affected, otherwise there are no 
bad after-effects of importance and very severe cases have been cured, 
yet Erlich cautions against its indiscriminate use. 
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